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Biographical/Historical Note:  The Athletic Committee was formed prior to 1926, 
unfortunately no records exist prior to that date.  In a 1958 meeting L.T. Smith reported that 
the first committee members were M.A. Leiper, W.J. Craig, Florence Schneider and himself.  
While coaching staff were often in attendance at Athletic Committee meetings they were 
not members of the committeee. The committee met monthly to oversee scheduling of 
athletic events, approve the awarding of letters and trophies to student athletes and set 
policies governing participation in sports. 
 
In the fall of 1969 a student member was added to the committee.  In 1971 the committee 
was admonished to set up term limits and add a second student member.  Several long 
standing members became ex-officio members at that time.   
 
The committee's charge was outlined in a memo from L.T. Smith to Dero Downing in 1962: 
 
1. Interpret and direct competitive intercollegiate athletic policies. 
2. Represent the college in athletic conference relationships. 
3. Serve as a liasion and interpreter of policies having to do with schedules, contests, etc. 
4. Approve eligibility and athletic awards. 
5. Cooperate with coaching staff in keeping Western's overall athletic program on the 
highest possible ethical and amateur standard. 
6. Encourage the establishment of a well balanced, overall sports program which will 
prepare our graduates for coaching and teaching positions in this field. 
7. Recommend to the President of the college and other administrative officers any possible 
improvements in connection with any phase of our athletic programs. 
 
This charge has been expanded over the years as is reflected in the Guidelines for the 
University Athletics Committee, Spring 1997. 
 
Chairs: 
L.T. Smith 1926-1953 and probably earlier 
H.L. Stephens 1954-1956  
L.T. Smith 1956-1964 
John Minton 1964-1978 
Harry Largen 1979 [Jan. - July - while Minton was interim president] 
John Minton 1979-? 
Steve White 1996-1997 
 
Description:  This is an artificial series created by culling Athletic Committee records from the 
President's Office files.  It consists of meeting minutes, correspondence and reports.  The early 
meeting minutes are incomplete through 1950.  Topics routinely discussed were athletic 
schedules, awards, varsity standing of sports and compliance with conference and NCAA 
policies.  Ohio Valley Conference meeting minutes and summaries of NCAA meetings are 
generally included. 
 




UA3/4 President's Office, Series 4 Dero Downing - 
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_fin_aid/1/  
UA3/5 President's Office, Series 5 John Minton 
UA3/6 President's Office, Series 6 Donald Zacharias 
UA3/7 President's Office, Series 7 Kern Alexander - 
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_fin_aid/2/  
UA3/8 President's Office, Series 8 Thomas Meredith 
UA19 Athletics - http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_fin_aid/78/ 
 
Subject Analytics:  
 
Athletic awards 







Diddle, Edgar Allen, 1895-1970 
Diving 




Minton, John Dean, 1921- 
National Collegiate Athletic Association 
Ohio Valley Conference 
Softball 
Sun Belt Conference 
Swimming 
Tennis 
Thompson, Edwin Kelly, 1909-1993 
Track athletics 
Volleyball 
Western Kentucky University 
Women athletes 
  
Accession Information: Records removed from President’s Office papers. 
 
Access Restrictions: none 
 
Copyright Notice: 
 Preferred Citation: UA1B3 University Wide Committees, Series 3 Athletic Committee File, WKU 
Archives, Kentucky Library & Museum, Bowling Green, Kentucky, USA. 
 
Processing Information: Records processed and finding aid created by Suellyn Lathrop, 2010, 
revised 2011.
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This is an artificial series created by culling Athletic Committee records from the President's Office files.  It consists of meeting 
minutes, correspondence and reports.  The early meeting minutes are incomplete through 1950.  Topics routinely discussed 
were athletic schedules, awards, varsity standing of sports and compliance with conference and NCAA policies.  Ohio Valley 
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Diddle, Ed Jr. 















































Morehead State University 
Murphy, Harold 
Musgrave, Clarence 









































University of Louisville 
Vaden, Jim 
Vanderbilt University 









Box 1 3 Athletic Committee 1949-1952 Meeting Minutes 



































Diddle, Ed Jr. 
Drago, John 
Eimer, Robert 


































































Pershing Rifles (WKU) 
















































































































































































































































































































University of Kentucky 
VanHoosier, Carrell 
W Club (WKU) 
Walsh, Joe 









Box 1 6 Athletic Committee 1956-1957 Meeting Minutes 
Description Subjects Anderson, Andy 
Austin Peay State University 
Bluegrass Holiday Invitational Tournament 
Band Day 
Barrett, Kenneth 




















































Morehead State University 
NCAA 
Nutter, Larry 
Ohio Valley Conference 
OVC 
Owen, James 





































Description Subjects Back, Eric 
Bagby, Rod 


































































Ohio Valley Conference 
Osborne, Charles 
OVC 































University of Louisville 
VanHooser, Caroll 
VanHooser, David 












YMCA Cheerleaders Day 
Young, Bob 
Box 1 8 Athletic Committee 1958-1959 Meeting Minutes 
Description Subjects Arnold, Gary 

















Bowling Green High School 
Brown, James 
Browning, Dan 























































University of Louisville 
Vogel, Melvin 










Ohio Valley Conference 
OVC 




W Club (W) 










































































































Ohio Valley Conference 
Osborne, Charlie 
OVC 


















































Description Subjects Andrews, Kenneth 

















































































































University of Louisville 
W Club (WKU) 
Watkins, Larry 
Westmoreland, Bob 
WHAS (Louisville, KY) 
Williams, David 
WLBJ (Bowling Green, KY) 

































































































































































































































































Box 1 14 Athletic Committee 1964-1965 Meeting Minutes 














































































































































WLTV (Bowling Green, KY) 
Works, Kellar 











Description Subjects Allen, Damon 
Allen, Phillip 










































































































































































































YMCA Cheerleader Clinic 
Zorn, James 






























Cable Car Classic 
Chambers, Frank 
Chapman, Wayne 
































































































































Box 1 18 
Denes, Nick 
L.T. Smith Stadium (WKU) 
Oglesby, Gerald 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































Description Subjects Allison, Kent 









































































National Basketball Association aka NBA 
NCAA 
Nollner, David 

























































Description Subjects Allison, Kent 
Anderson, Karl 
Arnold, Steve 





































































































































































































































Box 2 4 Athletic Committee 1974-1975 Meeting Minutes 




































































































































































Pershing Rifles (WKU) 
Pitman, Van 


















































Box 2 5 Athletic Committee 1975-1976 Meeting Minutes 
































































































































































































Guidelines for Athletic Banquets 








































NCAA Division I 
Women's athletics 
Ohio Valley Conference 
OVC  
Owens, Mark 































Box 2 7 Athletic Committee 1977-1978 Meeting Minutes 





Ohio Valley Conference 
OVC 
Pershing Rifles (WKU) 
















Wednesday night games 
Women's athletics 
Blue laws 
Box 2 8 
Annual Report on Athletic Teams 




Ohio Valley Conference 
OVC 



















Box 2 9 
Christmas Basketball Tournament 
Division I-AA 
Grants in aid 
Intramurals 
Ohio Valley Conference 
OVC 
Pershing Rifles (WKU) 
Riflery 
Schedules 





























Sun Belt Conference 
Women's Sun Belt Conference Championship 











Box 2 11 
Guidelines for the University Athletic Committee 
Athletic Committee 1996-1997 Meeting Minutes 
Description 
Box 2 12 
Ohio Valley Conference 
OVC 
Recommendations for Intramural Sports 
Athletic Committee nd Report 
Meetings 
Tickets 
Description Subjects 
